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ABSTRACT 

The concept of the chorophone forms the basis for 
this study of vowel differences between southern Negro English and 
Southern white English. The author isolates chorophones for the 
speech community under 3tudy according to the occurrence of a 
particular segmental phoneme or corresponding phoneme sequences in a 
set of words, all of which contain the same segmental phoneme in the 
idiolects within the given speech community wi'th relatively few 
exceptions. There is a discussion of the phones that appear within 
each chorophone and the differences apparent in Southern Negro and 
Southern white pronunciation. Several Gullah chorophones are also 
considered. A list of references is included. (VM) 




THE STRESSED VOWELS OF NEGRO AND Vif\% SPEECH 
OF THE SOUTHERN STATES: A COMPARISON 

Howard B. Shayer 
New York City 

ABSTRACT 

The vowels are described in terms of the chorophone , 
an overall pattern unit based on Daniel Jones's dlaphone . 
Some oT the closing diphthongs in Southern Negro speech 
tend to have starting anu end points closer together and 
nearer to the perimeter of the vowel triangle than their 
correspondents in -Southern white speech. Some monophthongs 
tend to be fronter in Southern white speech. The vowels 
of Southern Negro speech are much more likely to be nearer 
to the corresponding Gullah vowels than the vowels of 
Southern white speech are. 
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tke stressed vowels of negro and white speech 

OF THE SOUTHERN STATES: A COMPARISON 



Howard B. Shayer 
New York City 

This study deals with the stressed vowels of white 
and Negro speakers of English as spoken na tively during 
the past forty years or so in the area which comprised 
the Confederacy. 

This rather heterogeneous area includes all of 
Thomas's " Southern," about half of his " Southern 
Mountain," and a very small part of his "Central Midland 
speech areas. ^ It Includes almost all of Kurath and 
McDavid's "South" and much of their " South Midland" 

p 

speech areas. It also includes most of Baugh's " South 
ern Mountain, " all of his "Virginia Piedmont" and "East- 
ern Carolina" speech areas, and all of Henry Lee Smith' 
"Southern Tidewater, " almost all of his "Southern Pled- 
mont, n and most of his "Southern Hill. " 

The descriptions are based upon the present 1 writer’ 
own observations and the observations of others. 

Our use of the term "Southern Negro speech" is not 
meant to include. Gullah,^ although Gullah is discussed. 

We are not concerned In the present article with 
such Peninsular Florida resort areas as Miami-Fort 
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Lauderdale which, at least in its native white speech, 

6 

is nearer to the speech of the North than of the South. 

The writer, of course, does not purport to present 
descriptions of the stressed vowels of all the white and 
Negro varieties of English as spoken by persons born and 
reared in the South; however, although some important 
details may have been omitted, I think the descriptions 
here are fairly representative of the English of the 
South. 

The writer recognizes the importance of social and 

stylistic variations within Southern white and Southern 

Negro speech, but it is not within the scope of the 

7 

present study to discuss them but very briefly. 



The phonetic descriptions here should be thought of 

primarily in auditory terms within .the framework of the 

I.P. A. cardinal vowel system, and only secondarily, and • 

then only very roughly, in terms of the position of the 

8 

highest point of the tongue. 

In addition to the cardinal vowels, the following 
other I.P. A. vowel symbols are used with perhaps their 
most common auditory values among American writers on 



the English language. 

Halfway between cardinal KJ and cardinal [a] 
f9 l Mid-central, unrounded or rounded (stressed or 
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unstressed). 

Mid-central with 11 JT -coloring, " unrounded or 
rounded (stressed or unstressed). The symbols 

[93 and far! indicate ranges rather than 

•points of vowel quality. 

Central, between close and half-close, rounded* 
lax. 

Central, halfway between open and half-open, 
unrounded. 

Between close and half-close, between front and 
central, unrounded, lax. 

Central, between close and half-close, un- 
rounded, lax. 

Between close and half-close, between back and 
central, rounded, lax. The vowel commonly 
transcribed [ol tends to be "tenser" (more 

-like) in British Received Pronunciation 
than in American speech. 

The following non-I.P.A. symbols are also used in 
the present study: 

[A] Halfway between cardinal [a-3 and cardinal ra. 

[Xi] Halfway between cardinal [ol and cardinal to. 

[E3 Halfway between cardinal and cardinal [e3.9 

The present writer is departing from orthodox cardinal 
vowel system practice in using the terms tense and lax 
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in the phonetic descriptions. The vowels commonly called 
"tense" [i] . & . fed , etc . — seem to have an 

auditory quality in common which they do not share with 
the vowels commonly called " lax" — [II . [<Q , [U] , 
etc. -- and vice versa. 

Although most vowels can probably be described 
adequately solely within the cardinal vowel framework with- 
out the necessity of using the terms tense and lax (not • 
considering, of course, vowels which are " JT -colored, " 
nasalized, devoiced, etc. ). Some vowels, e.g., 
and L9] : ^might better, perhaps, be additionally 

IP 

described in terms of the above two adjectives. 

In the present study the writer views diphthongs as 
unit phonemes, not as phonemic sequences — but diphthongs 
beginning with DJ or M are regarded as phonemic 
sequences. • ■ 

The writer does not follow the criterion of strong 
bi-uniqueness -- some phonemic overlapping is permitted. 

The vowels are described within the framework of a 
single representation' type of overall pattern, not the 
multiple representation type of Trager and iimith, Hockett, 
Gleason, Hill, and others. The basic unit of the overall 
pattern used in the present study is the CHOROPHONE (from 
Greek choros 'place 1 , 1 region 1 ), which Is based on Jones's 
DIAPHONE. Jones states: "It is convenient to have a 
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name for a family of sounds consisting of the sound used 
by one speaker in a particular set of words (said in 
isolation) together with the corresponding though dif- 
ferent sounds used in them by other speakers of the same 
language. . Such a family may be termed a 'diaphone'. * 

The chorophone differs from Jones's diaphone in the 
following ways: 

1. The words do not necessarily have to be "said 
in isolation. " . . 

2. A SET consists of all words in a given regional 
and/or social speech community containing the same 
segmental phoneme (or phonemic sequence which corresponds 

]_li 

to the phoneme ), but subject to the condition of 
GENERAL APPLICABILITY. 
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j5. All the words in the set must have general 
applicability, i.e. , they must contain the same segmental 
phoneme in the idiolects within the given speech community 
with "relatively few" exceptions. Of course, some 
arbitrariness will be involved in applying this last 
criterion. 

The size of the speech community may be chosen ad 
hoc up to the size of an entire language area; e.g., if 
as the speech community, one chooses British Received 
Pronunciation English then the words catch , back , hat 
(together with many other words) will constitute a dis- 
However, if we select as our speech. 

6 
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tinct set 
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community white native New York City speech, then these 
words will not constitute a set because in this speech 
community catch is commonly pronounced with both the 
vowel phoneme of back , hat, etc., and the vowel phoneme 
of bet , deck , etc. 

Some words aren't a member of any set in a particular 
speech community, e.g., the word catch , above, in New York 
City and much of the United States, the ivords can ' t , inch , 
head , on (among others ) in the Southern states. If we 
take English as spoken natively throughout the entire . 
continental United States as our speech community, then 
words such as b ee , law , day and know , would be members 
of sets. Water , chair , f og , room and either would not 
be. Words such as food' , dog, ' crop , and l ike would be 
borderline cases. 

Some sets may have few members if the phonemes are 
only present in a relatively small number of xuords, such 
as the so-called New England "short 0" in road , whole 
(but not rode , hole ) , stone , etc. Other sets may have 
thousands of members. 

Some scholars, e.g.. Pike, Smith, Kurath, and 
McDavid, have used the term dia phone , but not in Jones's 
sense. 

The symbols for the chorophones are enclosed in 
double parallels. . 

The various phones and phonic sequences included in 
the chorophonds are symbolized under the rubric phones 
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with the I.P.A. and other symbols discussed above. Broad 
phonetic transcription is used for the phones and phonic 
sequences listed under phones. Except for m , 16 
diacritics are not used in these rubric listings. Narrow 
or broad transcription is used in the main body of the 
text and in the footnotes. 

The end points of the diphthongs in the above 
listings have approximately the following values: 

[33 - (indicates closing diphthongs) m . . 

[l3 J [iJ >■ £0 * ^3 , or [£j . In [’} S) , the 

second symbol indicates a value nearer to cardinal 
then the first symbol does. fv/J -(indicates closing 
diphthongs ) [U] * [uj j [yj > [~tt] j [oj , and in the 

cases of the ]J-^l| closing diphthongs ( Law], [aw], 

[Owl ), besides closer phones, often fo] , sometimes 
[01 . In luvvO , the second' symbol indicates a 

value nearer to cardinal {to than the first symbol does. 

-(indicates centering diphthongs ), very roughly 
mid-central, closer than [M ■ and more open than fy • 
3 1 has varying degrees of prominence and at times 
constitutes the second syllable of a disyllable. 

In the combinations DW] and [wij ,[wj, 
and p] indicate the second syllable of disyllables 
with the close or half-close values noted above. 

In the present study, except for the phones and 



phonic sequences of the 
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and ^ j I! chorophones, [30 , although a vocoid, 

Is not considered to he an element of a diphthong nor is 
it considered (in our definition of the chorophone - see 
note 14, above) part of a ’^phonemic sequence -which cor- 
responds to the phoneme.” 

Under the rubric phones , the writer does not attempt 
to list all primary allophones 1 ^ of very restricted 
regional and/or social occurrence nor all secondary al- - 
lophones of even wide regional and/or social occurrence 
that he may know of. 

In the cases where differences between Southern white 
and Southern Negro practice are not noted, either the dif- 
ferences are questionable or unknown to the present writer, 
or they do not seem striking. 



1 

as in hea t , sea, etc.; it includes a monophthong and 
closing and centering diphthongs. 




The chorophone 



If 



Phones 



tn , [iMMBa 



Although most white Southerners use 
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vowels of 



the approximate shapes, [i 3] - D $ - and possibly [j] , 

one notices an apparently increasing tendency to use 
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closing diphthongs with centralized starting points in 

syllable-final position, and perhaps in other positions 

19 

also. Among some speakers the starting points of these 
Cockney-like vowels reach [i] or perhaps even a some- 
what fronter position. 

In contrast to Southern white speech, diphthongs 
\tf±th centralized starting points would seem to be rare - 
possibly unknown - in Southern Negro speech. 



IM 



as in bit , rid , sick , etc.; it includes monophthongs, 
centering diphthongs ,. and a disyllable. 



Phones 
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rn , [i 5] , u , ro , 6 a 

In both Southern white and Southern Negro speech 
[13 (as a monophthong and the starting point of [1 3] ) 
is sometimes considerably "tenser," i.e., in this case, 
closer and/or fronter, nearer to [jj , than the [I] 
found in the speech of the Northern states or in British 
Received Pronunciation. In some words, e.g., inch , big , 

fish, 0 ] • (»] , or [13 sometime s occur instead of 

£j*^j therefore such words would have vowels not 

included in the ||lj| chorophone. 

In Southern white speech disyllabic [‘133] 
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(perhaps, also, W and/ or C I to] > 



can sometimes be 



heard in T /{words before 



w . 



especially under heavy stress 



21 



In pre-pausal position. 1- '" In Southern Negro speech it 

22 

would seem to occur rarely, if at all, except before 
r as in hill , where it is rather frequent in Southern 
Negro and Southern white speech. 

The present writer does not wish to enter the con- 
troversy regarding the phonemic status of Of] and 

In the present discussion, however, we are 
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considering them members of the 



1 1] chorophone. 



lie II 



As in day , state , etc., it includes a monophthong, 
closing and centering diphthongs. 



Ph ones 

[e] , [e?]JejJjeJ] Jxj], [3 jj,[EJ] 

The chief difference between Southern white and 
Southern Negro speech here seems to lie with the closing 
diphthongs. In Southern white speech the general range 
of the starting points is from about cardinal [ej to 
about cardinal [a-] . The more open starting points are 

more likely to be heard in open syllables and before 
nasals. Starting points ranging from about cardinal 
fe] to about also occur. These lowered and 

centralized, lowered starting points would seem to be 
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more common in Southern Mountain than in Southern . . 
Coastal type speech, and among younger than among older 
speakers. As in Cockney, these more open starting points 
occur In variation with the closer starting points. Such 
variation may be stjrlistic, positional, prosodic, and/or 
apparently free. 

The open (i.e., more open than cardinal [e ] > 
starting points seem to be much rarer in Southern Negro 
speech, but they can be heard. The writer recently ob- 
served the speech of a Negro youth from Camden, South 
Carolina; he used the fee] , cardinal [a] . far J , and 

[£«Q starting points in mostly positional and pro- 
sodic variation. 

The fact of the rather common occurrence of open 
lie II diphthongs in the Southern states has been neglected 
in the literature. Thomas states in regard to American 
pronunciation that the most open Ml diphthong which he 



is familiar with is 



3a i II 



(his transcription), ocur- 
24 



ring sporadically in Texas and Oklahoma.^' Greet states 
that re a at times approaches [eij ( Greet’ s transcrip- 



tion) in safe, etc., in Tidewater Virginia 
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Kurath and 



McDavid report that ref] (their transcription) is 
concentrated in northeastern North Carolina (including 
Carteret County and Okracoke) and extreme western 
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Virginia. Bronstein feels that 



fei] 



has evolved into 



O 

ERIC 



12 



12 



[£13 (Bronstein 1 s transcriptions) rather generally 
throughout America. He does not mention [ae r] or 
[3-n . 27 Lucia C. Morgan, however, reports [ail (her 

transcription) in ra in for some North Carolina speakers. 2 ® 

II 6 II . 

As in b et , chest , etc. ; it includes monophthongs, 
centering diphthongs, and disyllables. 



Phones 



ra iei ;■ ^ ■, j a ,-oe 

The chief difference here between Southern white 
and Southern Negro practice seems to be in the occurrence 
which is sometimes heard in Southern white speech of 
disyllables of the approximate shapes M 9] and 
['£ j 3] . 2 ^ These disyllables would seem to be rare 

(possibly unknown) in Southern Negro speech. 

IN 

As in back , man , gas, jazz, etc.; it includes mono- 



phthongs, closing and centering diphthongs, disyllables, 
and perhaps triphthongs. 
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Phones 
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03 > fafl > & ^ , fa , iai] 30 

and other vowels, including closing and centering diph- 
thongs with starting points closer than M • 

The phonemic and phonetic status of some of the 
vowels of this chorophone is ini doubt. As with the 

phones of jjj |j the writer does not wish to enter 

the controversy concerning the phonemic status of the 

31 

various vowels under this rubric. In the present dis- 
cussion these vowels are considered - a s belonging to only 
one chorophone; Ml has been set up as only a. tentative 
chorophone. 

Some scholars, e . g. , Kenyon and Kurath,^ have stated 
that the|c^||vowels are closer in the South than in the North 
Although this may have been true in- the past, the present 
writer is not convinced that it is, in general, true now. 

Lucia Morgan reports the occurrence of DO ( her 
transcription) in "a few interesting words on the North 
Carolina Outer Banks .... She reports this vowel for 

f at , back, Hatteras , calico, captain, salad , black , and 

34 

the second syllable of Atlantic . However, Howren in 
his Ocracoke, North Carolina study makes no mention of 
K) occurring in place of M 3 he reports M > 

[ 98 . 3 ] . feai] , (his transcriptions) as being the usual 

' ' ’ ■ 14 



14 



lop hones, and in his list of examples cites back with 

M , not [63 Jaffe reports m or [aa*J (her 

■5 6 

transcriptions ) . ^ The above Outer flanks studies are 
presumably of white speech. [£] > [£ A ] > or [E T J (or 

similar phones) are reported for uneducated Negro speech 
along the Savannah River southeast of Augusta, Georgia.? 

In general, before voiceless ■ stops , the closer . 
jJoMijJ vowels seem to be more common in Southern white 
speech than in Southern Negro speech. 

Ml 

As in hot , rock , job , rod , etc.,* it includes mono- 
phthongs and centering diphthongs. 



Ph ones 



[A] Ja] /[PlJOd] JasJjAd] 

IN occurs only in the Southern " £ -less" idio- 
lects (but see note 59). 



Hall 



As in card , party , father , etc . j it includes mono- 
phthongs and centering diphthongs. 



15 
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Phones 

[a], [0 33 JkO, [t>3] , [a] } fo3 p3] 

fld| occurs only in the Southern " X - less idio- 
lects (but see note 39 )• There is considerable phonetic- 
overlapping between j|/\|J and Jjd|| , but the phonemic dis- 
tinction is generally clear. The. present writer sees the 
chief differentia in the South between these two groups 
to be length. In similar environments the M vowels 
seem, in general, consistently longer than the II A II 
vowels. In other parts of the "_T-less n English speaking 
world, vowel quality may combine with length as the 
differentiae; e.g., in New York City speech the INI 
vowels are generally backer than the IIAII vowels. In 
Boston speech and British Received Pronunciation, the 
reverse is generally true. 



|A-a|| 

As in hot , job, father, card, etc.; it includes 



monophthongs and centering diphthongs. 
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1JA-Cj|| 



[a], [0], [A], [AdJJdd] 



occurs only in Southern " C-ful " idio- 



lects . 



59 



The vowels are generally backer before 



16 



1 6 - 



pre-consonantal and word-final far] or. [j] . 

IN 

As m talk , card , cord, bark, etc.; it includes 
monophthongs and centering diphthongs. ' 



Phones 



This chorophone is set up to account for the occur- 
rence of the above-type words with the same vowel phoneme 
IP IS is common (but not universal) in New Orleans 



white speech. 



40 



It would seem to be less common in 



Southern Negro speech than in Southern white speech. 
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As in talk , saw , horse , etc.J it includes mono- 
phthongs and closing and centering diphthongs. 



Phones 

M , [Dl , [jciI , [D9l , m , ,W.' a] . Dv/j , rowj , [aw] , 

[AV/] (as a J|d|| diphthong) seems to occur much 
less frequently in Southern Negro speech than in Southern 
white speech, and perhaps the ||o|| closing diphthongs as a 
group are less frequent in. Southern Negro speech. 

Er|c 17 
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Wise cites Lau] (his transcription ) as occurring 
sometimes in INI wopds in "substandard Southern pronun" 
elation. Such a diphthong in J| U Jj words would seem 
rare, indeed, for the South as a whole, if we take Wise’s 
to be a value near cardinal [a] . 

On the periphery of our area, Putnam and O' Hern 
report [ov] (their transcription) as replacing ra in ' 
Warm , forty , off , small , and dogs , but not in all , 
talking, water, and for, which have [a] (their transcrip- 
tion).^ 

Morgan in her Ocracoke Island, North Carolina study 

cite, [OU] (her transcription) as occurring in called , 

ball_, and presumably in other ||o|] words also. However, - 

Howren in his Ocracoke (village) study reports to T ' 9 ] or 

Eo t :] (Howren ’s transcriptions) for the above words 

and for JJuJJ words in general. Perhaps Howren and Morgan 

are transcribing the "same” sounds differently.^ 

There is evidence that the traditional hf - (of 

opposition before historical 0~J may be breaking down 

45 

in the South to some extent. 
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As in love , sun, etc. j it includes monophthongs and 
centering diphthongs. 
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Phones ' 

[Al, [A ^3, .Kl,pl,D5] m 

Under heavy stress in pre-pausal position, the J|aJ| 

vowels are sometimes heard as extremely long in Southern 

white speech; this would seem to be rare or perhaps 

unknown in Southern Negro speech. There is also a 

greater tendency for Southern white speakers to use more 

47 

centralized vowels* here. 



|Mi 

As in coat , low , four , etc., it includes mono- 
phthongs, closing and centering diphthongs. 



Phones 
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Obljowl , 

In white speech there appears to be an increasing 
tendency throughout the Southern states to use more 
fronted starting points for thejjowjjclosing diphthongs 
(and probably, among many speakers, for the end points 
also). These fronted vowels seem to be more common in 

liQ 

North Carolina than in other Southern states. 7 They 
appear to be uncommon in the New Orleans area, at least 
among the working, middle, and '"lower" classes. They are 
not uncommon in Atlanta, and apparently widespread among 

19 ■ ' 
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younger speakers in Savannah. They have been reported 
from southeast Texas and Tide-water, Virginia .-’ 0 

At its -front est, the starting point may be fully 
front or almost fully front, between half-close and half- 
open and perhaps (-with some speakers) rounded. • It 
resembles those . commonly found in the Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh areas -- among others. 

Closing diphthongs with starting points of .central 
position or fronter seem rare in Southern Negro speech, 
and the more fronted they are the rarer they seem. Even 
in northeastern North Carolina, where the fronted vowels 
are well-established in white speech. Avis, working with 
records of the Linguistic Atlas of the United States and 
Canada^ project .did not find them among any of the Negro ' 
informants. . • 

There is some evidence that the monophthong fo] and 
centering diphthong [Odl may occur more frequently in 
Southern Negro speech, at least among older speakers in 
the eastern Southern states. 

Except in the Outer Banks of North Carolina, the 
fronted ||ow|l diphthongs seem : to be rare (possibly 
absent) before taut osyllabic or intervocalic WJ or 131 .= 
The fronting is reported as only moderate in this posi- 
tion, however. 

The -present writer is treating the reflexes of 
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Middle English [ O'. J f . |*D I J , and/U.’jf (all hefor e[fj ), 
before tautosyllabic or intervocalic cm or tvlj as 
members of the JJ0VV[| chorophone. When word-final, or 
before [9] (whether or not [3] constitutes the end point . 
of a diphthong or a separate syllable) as members of the 
||o|| , )|0.9||., and |o5)j, Chorophones (which see). As a 

\| OW || phone JlQf) seems to occur only before tautosyllabic 
or intervocalic M or nn . 



i(o|l 

As in cou rt , coat , floor , show , etc. j. it includes 
a monophthong, closing diphthongs, and perhaps a centering 

diphthong as a positional allophone (in pre-consonantal 
position). 



Phones 



[0],Cow]. and perhaps [0 3] } [DWj } [J lv/J, 

[AW] 

This chorophone accounts for the occurrence of above- 
type words with the same. vowel phoneme in the same 
"X-less » idiolects. 



0 
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||o; all 



As in boa , b ore , Samoa , more , etc.; it includes a 
centering diphthong and a disyllable. 



Phones 



toaD^owa] 

Ho: oil accounts for the occurrence of the above- 
type words with the same vowel phoneme or (in the case 
of the disyllable) phonemic sequence in the same "_T-less n 
idiolects. 

Iloall 

As in bore , door . Ford , court, hoarse, etc.; it 
includes a monophthong* closing and centering diphthongs 
and disyllables. 



Phones 



[o§] . [XL 3] . fo] . [ow] ,[ow3], and 

perhaps [ow] , [aw] inwaj ,pV/9l,[Awa] 



22 



O 

ERIC 



22 



Ho 3 IV accounts for the occurrence of the above- 
type .words with the same vowel phoneme or phonemic se- 
quences in the same 1 •' jT -less " idiolects. 

IM) also accounts for the non-occurrence of the 
above-type words with the same vowel phoneme or phonemic 
sequence as in boa , Samoa , etc., and as in coat , show , or 
rode , etc . , in the same " _T-less" idiolects? i.e., in 
the idiolects which have this chorophone (not considering 
free or stylistic variation) pairs such as floor and 
show , boa and bore do not rhyme. 

The |o3.|\ vowels occurring in closed syllables, 
e.g., court , could justifiably be placed in the jjor D |[ 
chorophone instead. • . 



As in book , pull , e 
centering diphthongs. 



loll 



tc.? it includes monophthongs and 



Phones 



DX1 } !V] JuaJJthd] 
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The Hull monophthongs and the starting points of the 
Hull diphthongs are generally fairly back in South- 

ern Negro speech, i.e., fu] • Although the above vowel 
is very common in white Southern speech also, perhaps 
predominant, there is a tendency to use fronter vowels 
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for ||u l\ in Southern white speech' than in Southern Negro 
speech, and, as in the case of||oW|and |\u]| » the more 
fronted the vowels, the less common they seem to be" in 
Southern Negro speech than in Southern white speech. 

The most f ronted||u|| monophthong or starting point of 
the diphthongs is (as a phonemic norm) rounded, central, 
between close and half-close, i.e., m • It resembles 
the vowel in the Norwegian (Bokmal) word suppe and (more 
distantly) cardinal m • 

In Southern Negro speech|juj| vowels as fronted as 
Bt) would seem to be rare, possibly absent, at least as 
phonemic norms. 



Hull 



As in moon , move , two , etc.J it includes monophthongs, 
centering and closing diphthongs. 



Phones 
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(IQ, fbfl, 

There is a very widespread tendency in Southern 
white speech to use more or less fronted vowels here of 
the approximate shapes [U] , [iw],(RW] , fw] 

L-U 9] (not using diacritics). But fairly back vowels 
(approximately ful , [uw] , [uwl , [ Udl (not usiijig 
diacritics) also occur. In the writer 1 s experience , the 
more fronted the jjcjjj vowels are, the. less common they are 
in Southern Negro than in Southern white speech. In the 
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case of the diphthongs, the starting point alone may be 
fronted or both the end point and the starting point. 

Among the most fronted types is a long monophthong which 
seems somewhat fronter and considerably tenser than 
ca rd inal m . It resembles the vowel in such w.ord s as 
hus in Norwegian (Bokmal). This is probably what is 
meant by the symbol 6*<J for the vowel in tooth as said 
by a white woman from Beaufort, South Carolina as re- 
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ported by Kurath and McDavid. Such a fronted mono- 
phthong seems to be rare o£ possibly unknown in Southern 
Negro speech, but' is not uncommon in Southern white 
speech. Fronted closing diphthongs and fairly fronted 
monophthongs occur in Southern Negro speech but they 
appear to be uncommon -- in the writer’s experience, 

c7 

certainly less common than in Southern white speech. 

In the Negro speech of Memphis, Tennessee, however, fairly 
fronted monophthongs and fronted closing diphthongs are 

reported as occurring more frequently than the back 

* +. * 5 8 

varieties. 



I’s-ai 

As in shirt , her , furry , bird , burred , etc.; it 
includes monophthongs and centering diphthongs — both 
types with and without ” J* -color. " 
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Some h~7\\ ■words, e.g., first, bird , and nurse , are 
pronounced by some "whites and Negroes -- especially 
older and less-educated speakers "with ]Xj -like vowels, 
apparently using the same vowel phoneme as in their 
pronunciation of words like bud, sun , cup- , etc. It is, 
therefore, problematic whether first , bird , nurse and 
other words in which this substitution takes place are 
to be considered as having vowels which are members of 
the p-?\\ chorophone. 



]|a3 



As in bird, work , turn , dirt , etc.; it includes 
closing diphthongs. 



Phones 
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These vowels apparently never occur in word-final 
position. 

a |M diphthong with a rather short starting point 

of about cardinal K1 value can be heard among some older 
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whites and Negroes of New Orleans. The chorophone is 
apparently recessive in New Orleans, at least among the 
whites. , 
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As in her, hers, bu rred' , furry , blurred' , etc . : it 
includes . monophthongs and a centering diphthongs— both 
types with and without n r -color." 



Phones 
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I'd! ; W , [ 3 ^] 



This chorophone is of wide geographic . distribution 
throughout the urban and rural South. In white speech, 
it seems to be more prevalent in New Orleans than in any 
other large urban center in the South. 

INI does not occur without ||^j|l 9 or M-NI in 
the same idiolect in the South. Whe.ther or not j//\ J jj or 
can occur without 1 ) 3 // in the same idiolect 
in the South would involve phonemic problems whose 
solutions are beyond the scope of the present study. 

Ijd J-oJ/| 

As in shirt , bird' , point, voice , etc., it includes 
closing diphthongs and apparently monophthongs.^ This 
chorophone is set up to account for the occurrence of 
the above-type words with the same vowel phoneme. 

The ||9-}"03|j vowels apparently hever occur in 
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■word-final position. In the South, this chorophone can 
he heard among some white speakers in the New Orleans 
area. The present writer cannot report on the extent 
of its occurrence among Negroes. 

MU 

As in voice, bojr, PP.il , etc . ; it includes closing 
and centering diphthongs, a monophthong and disyllables. 



Phones 
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jnXipdi ,[o] , 

[90] , and/or [Ail , and disyllables. 

II o 3 11 . disyllables have been reported as occurring 

in speakers from Madison County, Virginia (about 
[OW ol East Central Alabama (about //)W3]] 

[Xlwjl , and [oW 3l ), 62 Monroeville, Alabama 
(about [O, W 3D , or (AW 3J f or 3j ),^ Florida 
(about j/)w3j , and Greenville, South Carolina 
. ( about [z) W 33 f [XlW J], and fowjj ) . ^ They presum- 
ably occur in other parts of the South also. The writer 
cannot report on their use among Negroes. 

* M -like member of j|^3|| , generally con- 

trastive with the Ml members in the idiolects in 
which it occurs, has been reported as common in the 
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white speech of Williamsburg, Virginia. 

-In many words which generally have||D.j|| vowels, some 
less-educated Southern speakers, white and Negro, use the 
same vowel phoneme that they use in their 



IMl 



words .. 



|| a. ill 



As in high , light , etc.j it includes monophthongs, 
closing diphthongs, and centering diphthongs. 
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Phones 

foil , [30 , [Aj] , [Ad], [Aj] Jd 3 ,[t j] 67 

[A] Xai] f 8 [ x ]] , fed], 

||a.j|| monophthongs, closing and centering 
diphthongs occur before both voiced and voiceless con- 
sonants and in word-final position in Southern white and 
Southern Negro speech, but the monophthongs and centering 
diphthongs (and also the closing diphthongs with rela- 
tively faint and/or open end points) are less likely to 
occur before voiceless consonants in closed syllables 
than the closing diphthongs with relatively close, prom- 
inent end points. There is evidence that greater degrees 

of stress tend to favor the use of the closing diphthongs 

70 

in Southern white speech. 
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The use of the 



If a 3 



monophthongs before voice- 
less consonants in closed syllables seems to have been, 

until rather recent years, largely confined to less-' 

71 

educated persons. 

In Southern Negro speech the use of the 1MI 
monophthongs before voiceless consonants In. closed syl- 
lables seems much less common than In Southern x^hite 

u 72 
speech. 



)!aw|| 



As In l oud, about , etc.; it includes closing and 
centering diphthongs, a disyllable, and possibly a 
triphthong. 



Phones 
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, Caw] , [Aw] ,[Tg.w] , [aw] , [<X- J w] 

73 

||aw|| diphthongs with a- starting point, 

except as an allophone before M in closed syllables . 

(and possibly following M also) seem to be rare in 

7h 

Southern Negro speech,. but are very common in Southern 
white speech.^ Besides [saw] , Southern white 

speech generally has (as a phonemic norm) favfl . 
less commonly [Aw] , Southern Negro speech generally 

so 
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has (as a phonemic norm) fav/7 , • less commonly [AwJ . 

A possibly triphthongal form is sometimes heard in 
Southern white speech (apparently rarely, if at all in 
Southern Negro speech) which has an initial section 
similar to that of. the moderately raised members of the 
M chorophone.- As was suggested earlier, these 
phonic sequence might be [£M] and [6 aa a] . Some pos- . 
sible types might be: ggaOO , [g T S8.U]. . . 

These transcription's would seem preferable to 0] , 

which is sometimes mentioned as occurring in llawll 
words in the Southern states, but perhaps refers to the 
above-type vowels instead. ^ 

A disyllabic form, about [‘ dQ I U] , and/or/^g, I i^j, 
is sometimes heard in Southern white, speech. The writer 
has not encountered this form in Southern Negro speech.^ 



IJiw/I 



As in duty, tune , etc.; it includes closing 
diphthongs. 



Phones 
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ft Wj , [i Wj 

In words of the above-type [IwJ , [iwJ , or the 
)|u II vowels may all occur in the South. DJ 
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commonly precedes the ||U|| vowels, resulting in such ■ 
phonemicizations as /ju/ , /juw/ - etc. There is 
evidence that the use of [33 , [IVO , or [}wj in such 
words is not universal in the South, as is generally 
stated, and may be decreasing.*^® 

Some classes of words constitute special problems 
which are discussed below. 

It is doubtful whether the vowels in words of the 
type. poor , sure, etc., can be placed in a chorophone, 
since they so often occur as members of different 
phonemes. k 

The vowels in such words as ear , air , squares , 
the re , etc., exhibit such a complex distribution in the 
lexicon in the Southern states that it is doubtful whether 
they too can be placed -in chorophones. Among some 
speakers, particularly in coastal South Carolina, pairs 
such as ear and air would be leveled. This leveling 
might possibly extend into all monosyllabic words with 
front vowels before historical _T . Among other 
.speakers, there .will be two or three contrasts in the 
front vowel range. Some speakers, chiefly older and less- 
educated ones, might use a back, open vowel in a few 
words, e.g. , there . In this usage, pairs such as car 
and there will rhyme. Still others rhyme the above few 
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words with words like fur . The vowels in such polysyl- 
labic words as Mary , various , area , carry , etc., are 
also characterized by a complex lexical distribution in 
the South. 

In Southern white speech, such words as fair are 
sometimes heard as disyllabic — approximately P'aiS . 
This seems much less common, possibly absent, in Southern 
Negro speech. ‘ . 

The vowels in such words as flower , flour , sour , 
coward, tire , l iar , lyre , etc., were. not sufficiently 
investigated for the present study to be discussed, nor 
were the diphthongs resulting from the vocalization of 
m y as in help , ta lcum , etc.^^ and the omission of ■ 
as in carry , very , etc. 
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C. M. Wise states: "Southern Negro voice quality, 

appears with many speakers to come from a consistent 
elevation of the blade of 'the tongue in the direction of 
the hard palate or of the juncture between the hard and 
soft palates. All vowels are consequently something less 
than open and free. Some front vowels tend to take on a 
kind of [el -resonance; faej and do so especially."^ 

Judging from the illustration on p. 4 3 of his Applied' 
Phonetic s', Wise's definition of the "blade of the tongue" - 
is different from that of probably most other American 
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and British phoneticians. Wise’s "blade” would be 
equivalent to the ’’front," "center,” or ’’middle” of these 
other phoneticians. 

Wise would seem to be saying that fully open vowels 
do not occur among many Southern Negro speakers, and/or 
that the vowels of Southern Negro speech are less open 



than the corresponding vowels of Southern white speech, 
and that this results in a distinctive voice quality. 

The present writer thinks this to be quite doubtful. 

In regard to the vowels m and [Q , Wise states: 
■■ [aO appears exactly where it would appear in 
Southern white speech, but suffers the flattening pre- 
viously referred to under the discussion of the raised 
tongue. As a result, its resonance becomes practically 

[ei] 

, ^ and may be so represented.. CAN’T may thus 
become [k ein t] .... rej acquires the re: -resonance 
often. Ex., LEGS , EGGS feigz] , EDGE 



[eidz] . ^ However, in another article of the 

same year Wise states, in reference to Southern white 
speech: n E*l sometimes is elevated almost to [ei] , 

• as in MAN (tnercO , occasionally [medjjsn] ;'' 84 and 
more recently. Wise states: (1) - re] 00 [ei] in a few 
words, such as egg (^*53 > leg [1 e 19] , edge [er<h] .- 85 

(2) 11 IdQ. jStjdJ^JCljin a few words, such as- can ' t [keihtjj 
aunt {ex ht] , man [mein] ." 86 
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The above word examples, would seem to be Inadequate • 
evidence of* the "vowel flattening” process at work. A. 
distinctive American Negro voice quality. Insofar as It 
exists, does not seem to be explained by " vowel flat- 
tening. " ' The recognition of the existence^ of a dis- 
tinctive voice quality among both Northern and Southern 
Negro speakers does not, of course. Imply that it. is 
universal or almost universal in American Negro speech. • 
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Some of the Gullah^. chorophones are: iiiii , 

ll^ll ' | 0|| ' ||u|| * Hull - and ||a|( . • The 

first five of these chorophones correspond to the 
chorophones of the Southern states described previously 
with the same vowel symbols. Gullah IIaII corresponds 
to the Southern states M , J)W/1, ||AJj| , and 
W chorophones. 

The members of the above Gullah chorophones are: 

ill-Dl - ||e|]-[e] ,||o)|-M .||oJ|-M . fluJHuJ 

- |] A 11 - [AH . All are reported as 

monophthongal . D1 . [e] , [o] , and fu] are about 

card Inal. [u] andJlH^re posit ional allophones of the same 
phoneme 3 Turner describes [u^J: "After an alveolar con- 

sonant it is advanced somewhat from a back position "9 1 
[A-G is fronter than cardinal fAl which is fully back, 
but apparently much nearer to back than to central. [U] 
resembles the fairly back varieties common in the white 
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and Negro speech of the • Northern . and Southern states. 

Gullah vowels are much more likely to be nearer to 
the corresponding vowels of Southern Negro speech than 
to the corresponding vowels of Southern white speech. 
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the difficulty of accounting for the differences 
among the vowels of some West African languages with* 
out using such oppositions as tense/lax see Lade- 
foged. Phonetic Study , pp. 36 - 40 . 
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as pronounced by some speakers in the Southern 
states. 
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disyllables end with &] or occur before M ■ 

In the white speech of Knoxville, Tennessee jJ 
is commonly heard in the first syllable of magazine 
and perhaps in other 3.3 J] words also. - A very similar 
dip hthong also commonly occurs in |] e|| words in 
the white speech of Knoxville. See discussion under 
||0j| above. 



51. On the phonemic status of these vowels see, e.g., 
Hockett, op,, cit . (above, note 8), pp. 192-195. 

Kurath and McDavid, PEAS , pp. 105-104,* Kurath, 
Phonology , p. 88,. Gleason, pp. 55-54. 

Trager and Smith citeg A 5] (their transcription) 
m items like bad, pan, pass. Jazz , for many American 
speakers.. Various other scholars mention "tenseness,' 
"diphthongization/" "raising, " etc., in referring to 
the common substitutes for among the ||s tjj words. 

Paul De la tt re (Com paring the Phonetic Features of 
jfrglish, French . German, and 'Spanish £ London, 19651, 
p. 67:) in a cineradiographic study transcribes bat 
as [be 32. 3 1]. for American English. (He. might be re- 
ferring to a "western American" variety since he 
includes a description of "western American [d] " 

in the same study.) it would seem that some of these 
sounds are monophthongal, while others are diphthongal 
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and trlphthongal, and some perhaps disyllabic. The 
more open sounds might very well be triphthongal or 
disyllabic near to[£«&9j as in Delattre*s 

study, and also diphthongal or disyllabic near to 
M] • These might have fully front starting 
points, and some of them might be described meaning- 
fully as "tenser" than [d&J . The present writer 
suggests that the closer sounds may not be fully 
front, however. The closest sounds may be between 
Ci] and cardinal [i] with a centering glide, 
i-. [r-o] and perhaps in some ca.:es disyllabic. 
Less close sounds would be more back than cardinal 
Cej but more front than [1] , i.e., [e*-:J .fet:] , 
|6 , r!] " <i]» fe* - • ^]>£Ct 1 5], etc. The centering 

variants above sound to the writer quite distinct 
from the centering j|0 1| vowels in such words as 
lake , etc., as may be heard in Charleston, South 
Carolina, which seem to have fully front starting 
points near to cardinal fe] * or the centering 
Norwegian (bokraSl) “long [el “ os in te_, whose 
starting point is between cardinal [e] and cardinal 
OQ . The degree of pharyngeal contraction might 
also perhaps be meaningfully Invoked in describing 
seme of the IN VOWOl8. 

Hie present writer dissents from the commonly 
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held view that in American English ||32.]j words, [€ * 9 J 
can commonly be heard in addition to and other 

vowels. -The Ge: 3] supposedly occurs often in certain 
types of words, e.g., bad , gas , bag , man , etc., and 
with a much greater regional, social, and idiolectal 
restriction in others, e.g., bat , back , tap , habit , ' 
animal , Africa , etc. A true [e:3J sound (perhaps 
sometimes with the schwa constituting a separate 
syllable) may be heard from many speakers in various 
parts of. the country, e.g., the. Southern states, the 
West, the Midwest, New England, in many JJcjj words. 
This 3 : .nd is quite distinct from the various sounds 
that usually may be heard in American English in the 
| 1 32. II words. If [£•.3] is found in the words, 

its occurrence would be unusual for American speech 
as i whole. 



32. John S. Ken^’-on *A Guide to Pronunciation, * in 
Webster* s New ‘international Dictionary ( 2 nd ed . j 
Springfield, Mass., 1934), p. xl$ Kurath, Phonology , 

p. 88 . 
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33* Morgan, "North Carolina Accents, n Southern Speech 
Journal, p. 175 • 

34. Ibid . , p. 176; Morgan, "Ocracoke" (above, note 28), 
p. 317* Morgan (Ibid., p. 318 ) reports (he * 1 
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transcription) for cast and last . 

35* Howren, op. cit . , (above, note 19 ), p. 166 . 

36 . Hilda Jaffe, The Speech of the Central Coast of 

North Carolina: The Carteret County Version of the 

Banks "Brogue w (Michigan State University disserta- 
tion, 1965), p. 51. 

37. Elisha K. Kane ("The Negro Dialect Along the 
Savannah River, ” Dialect Notes , Part. VIII [ 1925 ] , 

p. 355) states: " All pronounce short A as In fat , 

like open E in - bet . " 

38 . This is not true of all areas in' the United States. 
See, e.g.,. Kane, loc. cit . New York City "Inner 
City" type Negro speech often has somewhat raised 
lisa II vowels before voiceless stops. White New York 
City speech usually has m in this position, if we 
don’t consider the use of ft] for [BJ in bath , etc 



39. If ” -ful " idiolects of the South should show a 

contrast between the 11° II and jj/\|j vowels, as in Bloom 
field’s Chicago ” £ -ful" idiolect, then the scheme 
for the setting up of the Hall , ||A-a|| , and llAll 
chorophones must be revised. See, Gleason, pp. 320, 
321 . 
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40. McDavid reports the homonymy of pairs such as card 
and cord' , farm and form in East Texas and parts of 
Louisiana and much less often, and only among the 
uneducated, in Georgia,. South Carolina, and other 
Atlantic Seaboard states. See McDavid, "Dialect 
Labels in the Webster 'Third'"), Publication of the 
American Dialect Society , No. 47 ( 1967 ), p. 4; 
McDavid, "Some Social Differences in Pronunciation, " 
in Aspects of American English , eds. Elizabeth M. 

Kerr and Ralph M. Aderman (New York, 1965 ), p. 248 
(originally published in Language' Learning , IV 
(1952-1955). 

41. See Wise, Phonetics (above, note 1 0 ), p. 298 ; James 
W. Abel's study of Louisiana Negro college students, 
"About the Pronunciation of Six Freshmen from South- 
ern University, " Southern Speech 'Journal' , XVT (1955), 
266-267. 

42. C. M. Wise, Phonetics (above, note 10), p. 214. 

45. George N. Putnam and Edna M. O' Hern, "The Status 
Significance of an Isolated Urban Dialect," Sup- 
plement to Language, XXXI, No. 4, Part 2 (1955), 9. • 
The above is a study of Washington, D. C. "Inner City 
type Negro speech. 
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Morgan, "Ocracoke" (above, note 28), p. 518; Howren,. 
op . c i t . (above, note 19)# PP* 168—169. Morgan 
reports |^£U3 (her transcription) for JJOWjj words 
(monosyllables and stressed syllables). Jaffe does 
not mention an especially raised for the M 

words. See Morgan, lop, cit .; Jaffe, p. 35. These 
North Carolina Outer Banks studies are presumably of 
white speech. 

See McDavid, » Needed Research" (above, note 6), p. 
Il8j Juanita V. Williamson, "A 'Phonological and 
Morphological Study of the Speech of the Negro of 
Memphis, Tennessee, "Publication of the American 
Dialect Society , No. 50 (1968), p. 12; Jaffe, p. 43; 
Grace Ingledue, A Study of the' Speech of Three 
Generations of the Three Different Families' in 
Monroe, Louisiana (Louisiana State University dis- 
sertation, 1938), p. 304. 

The present writer has heard some Southern white 
speakers pronounce corner with ||ow|| diphthongs — 
about Do] or [AO] 

(without tautosyllabic [dr] or 
[ijJ ). These diphthongs sounded shorter and 
qualitatively quite distinct from the|| jj/ diphthongs 
of the DW], fPWJtype. Xn a speotrographic study 
of their own IM| sounds, Peterson and Coxe state: 

"The Back diphthongs shown here originate in the 
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fA] and/ or [3] region and terminate near [oj " 
.(see G. E. Peterson and M. S. Coxe, "The Vowels 
lei and [o] in American Speech, " Qua rterly 
Journal of Speech , XXXIX [19533,35); Delattre 
( op.CclV . [above, note 31], p. 68 ) in his cineradio- 
graphic study transcribes American English know as 
|hnh003000V/I. This is perhaps a "wes tern" variety 
of American English (see the discussion under || *3d|| ' 
above). 

[3], .. [033 , are used for those IN vowels, 

sometimes heard in Southern white and Southern Negro 
speech, which seem nearer to cardinal [o] than to 
cardinal W • 

In Ocracoke, North Carolina the IIMI vowels are 
reported as being 'between front and central in most 
phonetic environments. See Howren, op. cit . , pp. 167 , 
170 . 

For [0 3] (in complementary distribution with 
[Ol ) see Kurath, Phonology , p. il4; Kurath and 
McDavid, PEAS , pp. 22, 106; McDavid, "The Position 
of the Charleston Dialect, " Publication of the 
American Dialect'. Society , No. 23 ( 1955 ), p. 43 . 

49. Kurath and McDavid ( PEAS , pp. 20, 106), report these J|o 
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fronted diphthongs only for northeastern North 
Carolina (as far as the Southern states as defined 
previously are concerned). However, in the experi- 
ence of the present writer and others, they would 
seem to have a much wider distribution throughout 
North Carolina. See Morgan, NCJS (above, note 28), 



50. Arthur M. Z. Nqrman, M A Southeast Texas Dialect Study, u 
Orbis , V (1956), 75 (reprinted in Readings in American 
Dialectology , eds . Harold B. Allen and Gary N. Under- 
wood, [New York, 1971] );Greet, op. cit . (above,, note 

25 ), p. 164. 

51* Kurath and McDavid ( loc. cit . ) also do not report 
these fronted diphthongs as having starting points 
fronter than mid -central in North Carolina; but the 
present writer, as stated above, and others have 
observed front or almost front starting points. 

See Morgan, NCJS , p. J; Morgan, "Ocracoke, " p. 519; 
Howren, pp. 168 , 17Q-171* 

52. The ||owj| closing diphthongs of these areas and the 
. South when fronted (i.e., having starting points of 



perhaps not all of the corresponding British Received 
Pronunciation diphthongs in having more prominent 
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and/ox* closer end points. 

53* Walter S. Avis, The Mid-Back Vowels in the English 

of the Eastern United States (University of Michigan 
dissertation, 1956 ), p. 36 . 

54. Ibid . , pp. 34, 36 . 

55* See Jaffe, pp. 28, 42; Howren, pp. 168 , 171. 



56 . PEAS, p. 94. 

57. These "fairly fronted" monophthongs range from about, 
halfway between back and central to about central, 
apparently nearer to close than half-close, all 
distinctly tenser than cardinal M • 

58 . See Williamson, op. cit . (above, note 45), pp. 9> 10.' 
Williamson 1 s study is the only one that the present 
writer is familiar with that reports these fronter 

II ^ ll vowe -*" S n Southern Negro speech; e.g., although 

on the periphery of our area, Putnam and 0‘ Hern 
/ 

( op. cit . [above, note 43]., p. 9 ) do not report it in 
their Washington, D. C. study. Oma Stanley ("Negro 
Speech of East Texas, " American Speech , XVI [1941], 

6 ) writes: " This sound is slack, not tense or 

fronted. " But in reference to the white speech of 
this area (" The Speech of East Texas," American 
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Speech , XI [1 936 ],. 29), he states: "The East Texas 

m is usually somewhat fronted and tense....” 

59. Wise ( "Southern American Dialect, " American Speech , 

VIII [April 1933] y 4 0, n. 5 ) states: "New Orleans 

has something very -like [di] or even Di] •" The 
present writer Is not familiar with the 

variant in present-day New Orleans speech, if- M 
is taken to have a value near cardinal m. • 

60 . The writer cannot present a more precise account of 

the nature of the|95-Djjjvowels . Wise ( Applied 
Phonetics , p. 2l6) reports the rare occurrence in 
New Orleans of In words like spoil . 

61. Wells, op. cit . (above, note 28), p. 66 (col. 1, line 
4 from bottom). 
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62. James B. McMillan, Phonology of the Standard English 
of East Central Alabama (University- of Chicago dis- 
sertation, 1946), p. 57* These disyllables are 
reported as the usual members in this study (of 
presumably all white speech). Madie W. Barrett 
^A Phonology of Alabama Speech [University of North 
Carolina dissertation, 1948]) in her study of perhaps, 
also, all white speech does not mention the use of 
||oi|J disyllables at all. Her study covers south- 
eastern Alabama. 
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63* Henry Lee Smith,. Jr., review of Daniel Jones, The 
Pronunciation of English , Language , XXVIII (1952), 
146-147. Smith’s phonemicization of this disyllable 
la /aw f/ ■ Monroeville is in Monroe County, 
between Montgomery and Mobile. 

64. Thomas , ' "Florida, " SSJ (above, note 6 ), p. 227. 

65 . Kurath and McDsvid, PEAS , p. 97; McD’avid, review of 
Joseph S. Hall, The Phonetics of the Great Smoky 
Mountain Speech , Language , XIX (194.3), 190, n.21. 
Forms like Joey and joy , cawin ’ and coin , jawin ’ and 
join would tend to be homonymous among many speakers 
who use the II disyllables. 

Greet, op.' cit . (above, note 25 ), pp. 1 64-165. 

For fail Te-O , and [Aj] see Kurath, Phonology, . 
(above, note l 8 ), p. 103j Kurath and McDavid, PEAS, 
pp. 19 , 20, .22, 110$ Argus Tresidder, "The Sounds of 
Virginia Speech^ ” Arne r i can Sp'e e c h , XVIII (1943), 
269 ; W. E. Farris on. The Phonology of the. Illiterate 
Negro Dialect of Guilford County , North Carolina 
(Ohio State University dissertation, 1937), p. 136 . 

68 . In the white speech of the Outer Banks of North 

Carolina (or at least in some parts of this area) a 
diphthong with a starting point near cardinal [03 



66 . 

67 . 
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occurs. The end points are around [II . [I] • 

The writer* cannot report on the occurrence of* this 
diphthong in Southern Negro speech (aside from a 
similar diphthong in Gullah). See Jaffe, op. git , 
(above, note 37 ), p. 36; Howren, pp. 168-169; Morgan, 
jjPAP. (aLove, note 28 )., pp. 5, 6; Morgan, "Ocracoke, " 
Po 315 ; Morgan, » Accents," SSJ, pp. I76-1775 
Lorenzo D. Turner, Africanisms' in The Gullah Dialect 
(Chicago, 19 ^ 9 ), P. 21 ; Turner, " Notes on the Sounds 
and Vocabulary of Gullah, " Publication of 'the Amer - 
ican Dialect 'Society . No. 3 (1945), pp.‘ 17 , l 8 . . 

69. For these rather rare] j ^ 5 jj vowels, see Harry S. Wise, 
A Ph one Ai c Study of the Southern American 

Phoneme (M. A. Thesis, Louisiana State University, 
1 937 ), pp • 99 ® .> 100, 101, C. M. Wise, "Southern Amer~ 
ican Dialect," p. 40 $ Trager and Smith, op. cit . 
(above, note 9), p. 23. See also the discussion 
regarding like under note 72 below. 

70 . See C. M. Wise, W. Scott Nobles and Herbert Metz, 

'JThe Southern American Diphthong , » Southern 

Speech Journal . XIX ( 1954 ), 308-309.. 

71 . McDavid, 'Needed Research" (above, note 6), p. 120 j 
McDavid, "A Checklist of Significant Features for 
Discriminating Social Dialects" in E. L. Evertts, ed. 
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Diamentions of Dialect (Champaign, Illinois, 1967 ), 
pp. 8 , 9 . (reprinted in Readings in American Dialec t- 
ol ogy [above, note 50 ]). 



72. Like appears to.be an . anomalous word here and may be 
heard with a monophthong from some white and Negro 
Southern speakers who otherwise .use the closing diph- 
thongs before voiceless consonants in closed syl- 
lables. In some idiolects like’ has the phoneme of 
cat, match , etc., rather than that of time , b ite , etc. 
Evans ( "Southern 'Long I, ' " American Speech , - X[ 1955] , 

190) writes: " Like , though it has a voiceless con- 

sonant, is certainly often pronounced [1 a‘k] . not 
[1 aik] , possibly because as a preposition (and 
conjunction. 1 ) it occurs so frequently in an unstressed 
position. It. is often confused with lack it is 
never confused with lock . " Katherine E. Wheatley 
and Oma Stanley ( "Three Generations of East Texas 
Speech, " A merican Speech , XXXIV [1959], 90 ) report 
that one of their nine Nacogdoches County Informants" 

. . . substituted [32.3 for [3.1] in like . n Sumner Ives 



working with records of the Linguistic Atlas' of ~ The 



United States and Canada proj’ect reports (his trans- 
cription) in like, in the speech of some elderly 
white men of central Georgia. See Ives, '!The Phono- 
logy of the Uncle Remus Stories, .- "Publication of the 
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American Dialect Society , No. 22 (1954), pp. 4, 14. 
Putnam and O' Hern in their study of Washington, D.C. 
"Inner City" Negro speech ( op. cit . T above, note 45], 
p. 11) report like as Jjoil l<], [1 3 1 k] , and [Icr.k] 
(their transcriptions). C.M. Wise reports like as 
[ 1 & k] and [1 Q kj (Wise's transcriptions) for 

Southern Negro speech. For[1a.k] see his Applied 
Ph one tics , p. 298 (under the public, n Features cF 
Substandard Negro Speech Held in Common with Sub- 
standard Southern Southern White Speech"). Forpdkjsee 
his " Negro Dialect, " Qua rt orly Journal of Speech } XIX 
(1935), 525. 

73* For [t w] . [9 W] , and [AW] see Kurath, Phonology , 
p. 107; Kurath and Kc David, PEAS,pp. 19 , 20, 21, 22, 
110 , 111 ; Tresidder, op . c 1 t . (above, note 67 ), 
p. 368 ; Guy S. Lov.'man, " The Treatment of au in 
Virginia " in Proceedings of the Second International 
Congress c>f Phonetic Sciences , eds, Daniel Jones 
and D.B. Fry (Cambridge, Eng. 1936), pp. 122-125; 
Farrlson, op. clt . (above, note 67 ), p. 137; Greet, 
op. cit . (above, note 25 ), p. 167 . 

74. But they have been reported. See Wise, Applied 
Phone tlcs ,p. 297; Wise, "Negro Dialect " # p. 525 . 
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75- However, they do not seem common in New Orleans. 

[av] and [AW] 

are in general use there, [AW] 
being particularly common among older-genera tion 
speakers (at least older-generation white speakers). 

7 6. For a description of rather similar tr^i^hthongal 
vowels occurring in Cockney now, etc., ;jee Siver- 
tsen, op,, cit . (above, note 25), p.67. 

77. and ^^*3 are not uncommon in Southern 
white speech, but would seem to be rare in Southern 
Negro speech. Morgan ( NCJS , pp. 5, 6 j "North 
Carolina Accents," SSJ, pp. 177-179) reports [3.1] 

(her transcription) in ||awll words in some North 
Carolina speech. Morgan reports its range as 
extending from the Outer Banks to about two hundred 
miles inward. Whether it overlaps with the IMI and 
H0||vowels is problematic. Thomas ( op. cit . [above, 
note l], p. 212) states: "The fronting is also 

evident in eastern Maryland and eastern North 
Carolina, where house is sometimes [Wu/1 i and out 

fett] , almost frit] . " PoiMn !..* transcribed Th] 

(said to be disyllabic — p. 66) and house , about , 
out are transcribed withfStY J (p. 66-67), in ad- 
dition to other diphthongs with back end points, for 
a Madison County, Virginia speaker as reported in 
Wells, op. cit . (above, note 28). 
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78. See McDavid, "Needed Research" (above, note 6 ), 
p. 118; Norman, op. cit . (above, note 50), p. 77; 
Williamson, op. cit . (above, note 58 ), p. 9 . 



79* See James Sledd, "Breaking, Umlaut, and the Southern 
Drawl," Language , XLII (1966), 28-50, 59. 

80. Applied Phonetics , p. 294. A slightly different 
version appeared much earlier in Wise, "Negro 
Dialect," (1935), P- 524. 



81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 



Wise uses a somewhat different sjTnbol for [1] 



here . 



Wise apparently meant 



"Negro Dialect," p. 525* 



"Southern American Dialect, " p. 40. 



85* Applied Phonetics , p. 297 (under the rubric: 

"Features of Substandard Negro Speech Held in Common 
with Substandard American Speech in General" ). 
"...the symbol('C s>s ^-J>) means ’corresponds to. 1 " 

(p. 258 , n. 12 )., 



86. Ibid . , p. 298 (under the rubric: ^Features of Sub- 
standard Nsgro Speech Held in Common with Substan- 
dard Southern White Speech"). 
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87- See Margaret Roberts, Pronunciation of Vowels in 
Negro Speech (Ohio State University dissertation, 
1966), p. 74. 

88. McDavid, "American Social Dialects, " College English . 
XXVT (1965), 258; Wise, Appl i e d Phonetics , p. 294. 

89. Our description of Gullah is based on Turner, 
Africanisms (above, note 68), pp. 15-17, 19, 20, 246, 
247; and Turner, "Notes" (above, note 68), pp. 16-18. 



vowel in bird for a James Island, S. C. Gullah 
speaker* See Turner, Africanlsms ,p. 280 (lines 6, 10 
from top). 



90. But Turner records 




(his transcription) as the 



91. Ibid ., p. 19 
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